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SUNSET RESERVE TRANSFORMATION BILL 2013 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Helen Morton (Minister for Mental Health), read a 
first time. 

Second Reading 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.17 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Sunset Reserve Transformation Bill 2013 supports the Liberal–National government’s vision to transform 
Sunset over time into a unique government-owned asset for arts, cultural and community use. Sunset is a unique 
heritage place located on a significant headland overlooking the Swan River. It comprises 8.2 hectares of highly 
valuable real estate, which contains a range of hospital-type ward blocks and associated buildings that were 
mostly constructed between 1904 and 1906. The place is on the state Register of Heritage Places. The solution 
proposed by the Liberal–National government is to transform Sunset over time using funding derived from the 
sale of a small parcel of land in Iris Avenue. The transformed Sunset site will have a high level of heritage 
conservation and amenity with public access to the grounds and buildings, and engagement with the river. 

I will shortly go over some of the key elements of the Sunset Reserve Transformation Bill 2013 to deliver the 
Liberal–National government’s vision for the Sunset site to the people of Western Australia. Before doing so, I 
table the plan showing the site’s chronology. 

[See paper 1360.] 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The key points are as follows. Act 13 of 1904 created A-class reserve 1667 for the 
purpose of being an Old Men’s Depot. The layout of the original Old Men’s Depot can be readily seen in the 
bird’s-eye view sketch of the Claremont Old Men’s Home by Hillson Beasley, principal architect, in 1906. At 
this time, Brown Road bounded this reserve to the west and Success Road to the east. These roads and part of 
Jutland Parade were closed in later years and added to the reserve, together with other land parcels, including 
freehold land acquired in 1921. In 1925, 1928 and 1957, land was excised from the Sunset reserve for inclusion 
in adjacent recreation reserves. The current Sunset site A-class reserve was not consolidated until 1977. In 2000, 
the reserve’s purpose was amended to become retirement village, parks and recreation, community and ancillary 
commercial purposes. In June 2011, a management order of reserve 1667 was granted to the minister for works 
with the power to lease for any term.  

This is not the first time in relatively recent years that the future use of Sunset has been debated in this 
Parliament. There have been best endeavours from both major political parties over the years to provide an 
acceptable solution to the sustainable future use of Sunset, but past proposals have not come to fruition. Past 
proposals have been problematic because they were commercially driven and failed to fully capture the site’s 
heritage significance, cultural potential and real opportunity to provide an active place for community 
enjoyment. In preparing the current strategy, previous proposals have been analysed and the positives from each 
have been put together into the framing of the Sunset Reserve Transformation Bill 2013. The bill seeks to 
achieve several objectives. Firstly, the existing A-class reserve will be amended. Sunset is currently set aside for 
retirement village, parks and recreation, community and ancillary commercial purposes. The retirement village 
use is no longer appropriate. The bill amends the Sunset heritage precinct to be for arts, cultural, community and 
ancillary commercial purposes, and sets a clear vision for the future of Sunset. Secondly, the bill provides for a 
number of planning amendments. An amendment will be made to the metropolitan region scheme whereby the 
public purpose hospital reservation is replaced by the whole of the land comprising A-class reserve 1667 being 
set aside as a reserve for parks and recreation. In addition, the land to be excised will be zoned urban in the 
metropolitan region scheme and residential in the City of Nedlands town planning scheme, with a density of 
R12.5, which is consistent with adjacent residential land fronting the river. Thirdly, the bill deals with several 
minor encroachments on the site to accommodate the City of Nedlands’ bicycle path, bore and pump located 
within the Sunset boundary. Lastly, the bill will enable a portion of the land located in Iris Avenue to be excised 
and sold. 

All proposals since the closure of Sunset in 1995 have contemplated the sale of land in Iris Avenue in some 
form. When announcing plans for Sunset earlier this year, the Premier advised that a small parcel of land at the 
edge of the site on Iris Avenue would be sold to fund heritage conservation work of Sunset. The bill provides for 
the revenue from the sale of this land to be dedicated to a special-purpose account to fund conservation and 
management of Sunset as a continuing state-owned public asset. It is fortunate that the value of the land in 
Dalkeith means that a relatively small excision of 1 993 square metres, or 2.4 per cent of the site, provides a 
significant reinvestment to contribute to transforming Sunset into a public asset for community enjoyment over 
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time. The land to be sold is isolated, sits below the main heritage complex and does not impact on the site’s 
heritage value or the foreshore reserve. 

The former matron’s house situated on this land has no heritage value. To ensure that the development of the 
land is of a high standard and has no detrimental impact on the heritage significance of Sunset, design guidelines 
will be prepared in consultation with the State Heritage Office, the Swan River Trust and the Department of 
Planning and the City of Nedlands. The City of Nedlands will determine the development application for the 
land based on the design guidelines after receiving comments from the State Heritage Office, the Swan River 
Trust and the Department of Planning. Revenue from the sale of the land in Iris Avenue will provide for the 
preservation of heritage buildings. This is not complete restoration but minimises ongoing deterioration of the 
buildings and includes major repair to roofs and replacement of gutters. Revenue will also be used to upgrade 
site services. The internal services are old and dilapidated. New services will be brought onto the site to support 
connection to specific buildings when appropriate uses for the buildings are identified. 

Landscape work and associated maintenance will also be funded from the sale of land. This will include an 
upgrade of Padbury View overlooking the Swan River, and the parkland on the eastern side of the site to contain 
a children’s playground, barbecues and tables that will be open for community access. This will be a modest but 
positive beginning to the transformation of Sunset. The Department of Finance will continue to manage Sunset 
on a day-to-day basis through property managers. A tenancy management strategy will be developed by the 
department and overseen by a government committee to determine and attract quality, long-term public and 
private user groups that complement aspirations for the site. 

In 1904, an act of Parliament established the Claremont Old Men’s Home. One hundred and nine years later, 
Parliament will again consider the future of the Sunset site through the Sunset Reserve Transformation Bill 2013. 
After close to 20 years of planning and various failed schemes from both sides of politics, it is time to put in 
place arrangements whereby the full potential of the Sunset site can be realised. This bill will do that by 
implementing the transformation of this historic place for arts, cultural and community uses that can evolve over 
time into a landmark heritage asset for the enjoyment of the local and broader community of Perth and visitors 
alike. 

Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party, nor does 
this bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the 
commonwealth. I commend the bill to the house and table the explanatory memorandum. 

[See paper 1361.] 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


	SUNSET RESERVE TRANSFORMATION BILL 2013
	Receipt and First Reading
	Second Reading


